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*Please note: All articles are available in the attached PDF. 
*To receive the Daily News Digest in your inbox, email R6Press@epa.gov. 
 
1 – EPA and TCEQ announce interactive map source to track cleanup at ITC facility, ABC 13, 3/31/19 
https://abc13.com/epa-and-tceq-announce-interactive-map-source-to-track-itc-cleanup/5228122/ 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality have announced a 
new interactive source to help keep the public up to date with current active responses at the ITC facility. 
 
2 – Investigators expected to visit charred ITC Deer Park site on Monday, Houston Chronicle, 3/29/19 
https://www.chron.com/neighborhood/deerpark/article/Investigators-expected-to-visit-charred-ITC-Deer-13726782.php 

Fire investigators are expected to get access to the charred Deer Park tank farm on Monday to begin probing for the 
cause of last's weeks massive chemical fire, while researchers probe several wildlife deaths nearby. 
 

3 – EPA: Benzene detected near San Jacinto Port did not require emergency action, KPRC, 3/29/19 
https://www.click2houston.com/news/itc-officials-to-give-update-as-cleanup-efforts-head-into-twelfth-day 

It has been 12 days since a massive fire broke out at Intercontinental Terminals Co., and crews are still working to 
clean up the chemicals and tank farm. 
 
4 – Houston chemical disaster zone remains no-go two weeks after Blaze, Bloomberg, 3/31/19 
https://www.mysanantonio.com/business/energy/article/Houston-Chemical-Disaster-Zone-Remains-No-Go-Two-
13731287.php 

Two weeks after a chemical storage complex near Houston erupted in flames and menaced tens of thousands of 
people with dangerous fumes, the site remains too hazardous for investigators to approach. 
 
5 – New Orleans files wetland damage suit against oil, gas companies, New Orleans Times-Picayune, 3/29/19 
https://www.nola.com/environment/2019/03/new-orleans-files-wetland-damage-suit-against-oil-gas-companies.html 

New Orleans Mayor LaToya Cantrell filed a lawsuit Friday (March 29) against Entergy New Orleans, Chevron U.S.A. 
Inc, ExxonMobil Pipeline Company and eight other oil and gas companies, demanding they repair damage caused by 
exploration, production and pipeline construction activities to wetlands along the city’s eastern edges. 
 
6 – Federal judge dismisses suit seeking class-action status against St. John chemical plant, Baton Rouge Advocate, 
3/31/19 
https://www.theadvocate.com/new_orleans/news/courts/article_0ff955ee-5045-11e9-ba0b-57581a270bc4.html 
A federal judge in New Orleans has dismissed a lawsuit seeking class-action status against the Denka Performance 
Elastomer plant near LaPlace — making it the first lawsuit against the plant to be thrown out since residents started 
suing over "excessive" chloroprene levels two years ago. 
 
7 – After 20 years, WIPP’s merits and issues are still debated, Albuquerque Journal, 4/1/19 
https://www.abqjournal.com/1298501/country-must-use-wipp-to-its-fullest-ex-modification-of-how-volume-is-
counted-has-unnecessarily-become-a-political-football.html 
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In a remote stretch of New Mexico desert, the U.S. government put in motion an experiment aimed at proving to the 
world that radioactive waste could be safely disposed of deep underground, rendering it less of a threat to the 
environment. 
 
8 – OPINION: Country must use WIPP to its fullest, Baton Rouge Advocate, 4/1/19 
https://www.abqjournal.com/1298501/country-must-use-wipp-to-its-fullest-ex-modification-of-how-volume-is-
counted-has-unnecessarily-become-a-political-football.html 
The recent New Mexico Environment Department approval of a WIPP permit modification to change how it counts 
the WIPP Volume of Record has become somewhat of a political football for anti-nuclear organizations and politicians 
that oppose WIPP, Sandia and Los Alamos National Laboratories. Here are the facts. 
 
9 – OPINION: Good for Guv: Against SB550, Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, 3/31/19 
https://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2019/mar/31/good-for-guv-20190331/ 

I was pleased, as were many across Arkansas, to see our governor step forward the other day to effectively sidetrack 
that terrible bill (SB550) by Sen. Gary Stubblefield, which would have handed regulatory authority over hog factories 
by the EPA-qualified Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality to the Arkansas Natural Resources Commission. 
 
10 – If fossil fuel is being out-competed by renewables, maybe the problem isn't renewables, Dallas Morning News, 
3/31/19 
https://www.dallasnews.com/opinion/commentary/2019/03/31/fossil-fuel-competed-renewables-maybe-problem-isnt-
renewables 

Opponents of renewable energy have long decried the fact that the industry is subsidized. Fair enough. Yet in their 
fervor to criticize renewable subsidies, some have gone on to embrace arguments that, if correct, would apply to 
renewable energy even if the industry never received a penny in subsidies. As a result, even some conservatives have 
found themselves in the strange position of arguing that a free market in electricity doesn't work. 
 
11 – EPA allows producers to self-report violations, E&E News, 4/1/19 
https://www.eenews.net/energywire/2019/04/01/stories/1060137635 

The Trump administration has launched its plan for letting oil and gas producers self-report air pollution violations to 
EPA, part of its effort to forge a more collaborative approach with industry on environmental enforcement. 
 
12 – Poor areas suffer most when storms hit cities — study, E&E News, 4/1/19 
https://www.eenews.net/climatewire/2019/04/01/stories/1060137795 

Severe storms "fall on the rich and poor alike," but low-income neighborhoods suffer more damage from urban 
flooding, according to a new study. 
 
13 – Water conservation groups take warnings, lobbying effort directly to capitol, Norman (OK) Transcript, 4/1/19 
https://www.normantranscript.com/news/government/water-conservation-groups-take-warnings-lobbying-effort-
directly-to-capitol/article_2ad7dfc0-555c-51c8-b1e1-36d2b54178bf.html 
Groups of Oklahomans who are worried about the future of the state's water went to the capitol Wednesday to 
encourage a change of direction. Well, at least that's what they hoped to do. 
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